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A Prussian soldier and writer, von Clausewitz is said to have distilled Napoleon into theory.
Perhaps best known among his numerous pronouncements is that war is a continuation of
politics by other means. His theories and observations included in this work have been heeded
by military strategists for nearly 200 years. Most have considered this to be the "Bible" of military
strategy and tactics.This abridged version of Clausewitz's magnum opus follows the text of the
New and Revised Edition (edition by F.N. Maude in 1908) of Col. J.J. Graham's translation. Of
the original three volumes, this version includes all of Volume I (except for the last chapter on
night fighting) and six of the nine chapters of Book Eight of Volume III (The Plan of War). The
editor's objective was to select those portions which most closely relate to our own time.

About the AuthorRoni DeLuz, RN, ND, founder and director of Martha's Vineyard Holistic Retreat
at the Martha's Vineyard Inn, is a registered nurse and licensed naturopathic doctor. She lives on
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts.James Hester is a former record company executive who
struggled for years with his weight until he lost 30 pounds on DeLuz's program and went into
business with her to promote it. He also lives on Martha's Vineyard.
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J. Hauck (Guerrilla Reader), “Valuable Insights From a Professional Officer During the
Napoleonic Age - Still Relevant Today. Review of: "On War Paperback – January 21, 2012," by
Carl von Clausewitz (Author).On War (Vom Kriege) is a book on war and military strategy by
Prussian general Carl von Clausewitz (1780–1831), written mostly after the Napoleonic wars,
between 1816 and 1830, and published posthumously by his wife Marie von Brühl in 1832. It has
been translated into English several times as On War. On War is actually an unfinished work;
Clausewitz had set about revising his accumulated manuscripts in 1827, but did not live to finish
the task. His wife edited his collected works and published them between 1832 and 1835. His
10-volume collected works contain most of his larger historical and theoretical writings, though
not his shorter articles and papers or his extensive correspondence with important political,
military, intellectual and cultural leaders in the Prussian state. On War is formed by the first three
volumes and represents his theoretical explorations. It is one of the most important treatises on
political-military analysis and strategy ever written, and remains both controversial and an
influence on strategic thinking. The edition currently under review, although three books, is
condensed from those volumes.The book contains a wealth of historical examples used to
illustrate its various concepts. Frederick II of Prussia (the Great) figures prominently for having
made very efficient use of the limited forces at his disposal, though Napoleon is perhaps the
central figure.According to some strategists, the "general message" of the book was that "the
conduct of war could not be reduced to universal principles." Among many strands of thought,
three stand out as essential to Clausewitz's concept:1. War must never be seen as having any
purpose in itself, but should be seen as an instrument of Politik - a German word that conflates
the meanings of the English words policy and politics: "War is not merely a political act, but also
a real political instrument, a continuation of political commerce, a carrying out of the same by
other means."2. The military objectives in war that support one's political objectives fall into two
broad types: "war to achieve limited aims" and war to "disarm" the enemy: "to render [him]
politically helpless or militarily impotent."3. All else being equal, the course of war will tend to
favor the party with the stronger emotional and political motivations, but especially the
defender.The text under review is 161 pages and set in size 8 or so font. This should not,
however, detract from the buyer's interest. This text is packed with the essentials of von
Clausewitz's works and for the price is a very good deal.  Well done at five stars.”

Seamus Mack, “Classic. I am not qualified to critique this classic book. Very insightful.”

KenLF, “Many leaders read this. Eisenhower read this book early in his career, but so did Hitler -
he mentioned the author in his last will and testaments. So I began to investigate - many of the
names of the main battleships and first line ships are mentioned in the book. I am only part way
through now. It was based on a time of horses and cavalry, and we have planes and tanks now,



but it still makes some good points.”

HeatherTristan, “The Definitive Von Clausewitz. I purchased the Everyman's Library edition of
Von Clausewitz's On War for my husband, who is a military officer. He was deeply dissatisfied
with the Penguin edition, which is awful in every respect, and so I went in search of an
unabridged publication. The Everyman's library version is affordable at around twenty dollars,
and expertly translated by the Princeton scholars Howard and Paret (who have a much more
expensive but otherwise identical Princeton press edition published). It includes the entire
unfinished work, including the books that focus on specifics of military tactics left out of the
Penguin edition.My only complaint about this excellent edition, which incidentally features a very
helpful "how to read this book" section, is that it is somewhat cheaply bound and may not hold
up to prolonged and intense study over the years. It would be nice to have an attractively bound
copy for display in a library or office, as well. I fear we may begin to lose pages if we are not
careful, but at twenty dollars, the book is replaceable. Steer clear of penguin, and go straight to
Howard and Paret.  You won't be sorry.”

Brent D. Gardner, CLU, ChFC, “To know why.... ...leaders do what they do, read what they read.I
sought this book out because a mentor told me that it was required reading in virtually all military
schools and war colleges. Many leaders have military experience, and are likely to have read
this at some point. Moreover, those that give military advice to people like the President of the
United States are going to have read this, and it will have an impact on their decisions and
thinking.As others have noted, this book is not an easy read. This book is the kind that one
should read from start to finish, and then read it again, because even those of us with high
retention will learn more the second time through.If one enjoys reading history, this book should
be on the short list to read, because war has been a very important part of world history, and if
the news are any indicator, wars aren't about to stop any time soon.While I'm thinking about it,
please make sure you thank those that fight for the cause of freedom and liberty, at every
opportunity.”

Tim, “200 Years Old - and Still Relevant Today!. I'm amazed at how much I am enjoying this
book! I was afraid I wouldn't be interested, or find it too esoteric, too focused on military
matters.It is well translated and written, and while it is very clear and 'easy' to read, it also
requires a thoughtful reading process to understand where he's coming from, the times he lived
in, but most of all, how his systematic explanation of the PHILOSOPHY of war works.As a writer,
this is exactly the kind of information I needed and it is amazing to me that many of his keen
observations and experiences are so compelling and can be applied to warfare today! This will
give much more credibility to my some of my characters, and explains a lot about our current
and ongoing failures in our political theatre when it comes to the 'war' we are waging.”



Ebook Libraryian, “Tough to read at times, but a classic for good reason.. A classic for war
theorists or political scientists, but it's not the easiest to read. Very dense, written by a soldier,
not a writer. And Clausewitz famously died before completing, so certain claims/arguments
seem under explained and underdeveloped Other reviews are correct that it's basically a text file
pasted into a book as well. Makes it hard to get through at times.That said, it's a fascinating take
on war and war theory and, as I said above, a classic that anyone interested in the topic MUST
read at some point.”

Ebook Library Reader, “methods of defence and some ways to counteract enemy attacks..
interesting information ,some of which is very dated obviously.but some of the rules are still
standard today and always will be.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great Book. Exactly what my son requested.”

Andrej Urosevic, “A classic must read. The book delivers exactly what you would expect.”

Thomas, “Five Stars. Purchased as a gift and already read .”

Rashid, “Five Stars. Interesting Views”

The book by James Hester has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 622 people have provided feedback.
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